
 
Week Ending Friday 22nd November, 2019 

 

SUPERVISION IN THE YARD BEGINS AT 8:35 AM AND ENDS AT 3:15 PM 
Primary Breakfast Club runs Monday, Wednesday & Friday Mornings 8am – 8:30am outside Argyle 

Upcoming Events 

 

 

Our Prep 2020 students attend their second session this week, settling in well already! We have 
thoroughly enjoyed getting to know new families via the information sessions and by walking around 
before and after the sessions. 

Year 6 students have already begun visiting the Secondary Sector and will continue to do so as part of 
their individual or class program.  

Next week we will begin our Prep-5 program. The first Mini Step Up Afternoon aims to give students a 
taste of what next year involves, while remaining with their familiar classmates. For example:  

Mini Step Up Afternoon: 
 
2:00pm Students return to regular classroom and mark roll.  
 
2:10pm Students make their way to Mini Step Up Classroom. For example: 2A goes to 3A, 2B goes to 
3B, etc... 
 
2:15-2:45 Mini Step Up.  

 What is similar and different about your current year level and next year? 
 What are you looking forward to? 
 What are the Integrated Units? 
 Short task/activity related to new year level 

 
2:45pm Students return to their regular classroom to discuss with their regular classroom teacher, 
class discussion, pack up and dismissal at 3:00pm.  

 
DATE 

 
DESCRIPTION 

    PAYMENT     
DUE 

Thursday 28th November Grade 6 Wyndham City Youth Services Excursion  

Friday 29th November Mini Step Up Afternoon #1 N/A 

 Second Hand Uniform Sale. 8:30am – 9:30am (Argyle) N/A 

Wednesday 4th December 2020 Prep 3rd Transition, 9:15am – 10:15am (Gordon)  N/A 

 2020 Prep Parent Coffee & Chat, 9:15am-10:15am (Gordon) N/A 

Friday 6th December Grade 6 Deakin Careers Incursion  

 Supported Pyjama Day N/A 

 Mini Step Up Afternoon #2 N/A 

 Assembly, 2:20pm (Barlee Gym) N/A 



Prep 2020 Prep - Year 5  Year 6 to Year 7 

 Friday 29th Nov 2-3pm 
Mini Step Up #1 
Students Introduced to new Year Level.  

 

Wed 4th Dec 9:20-10:20am 
Transition Day #3 
Students in new classroom with 
their new teacher where 
possible.  

Friday 6th Dec 2-3pm 
Mini Step Up #2 
Students Introduced to new Year Level.  

 

Friday 13th December  
4:30-5:30pm 
Prep Barbeque 
Current 2019 Prep & Future 

2020 Prep Families.  

Tuesday 10th Dec 9am-3pm 
Whole Day Transition 
Students in their new class for the day. 
Including new teacher and classroom 

where possible.  

Tuesday 10th Dec 
State-Wide transition 
for all Year 6 
students.  

Attend Secondary 
School for entire day.  

 

We are in the process of planning for 2020 grade lists and classroom locations. We would like to share 
some information with you, in how we plan for a new school year.  

For 2020 our plan is to run 47 classrooms. The 47 classes will be made up of: 

 Prep x 8 or 9 grades (we are still receiving enrolments) 

 Grade 1 = 8 grades 
 Grade 2 = 7 grades 
 Grade 3 = 6 grades 
 Grade 4 = 6 grades 
 Grade 5 = 6 grades 
 Grade 6 = 6 grades 

Specialists offered will be: 

 Visual Arts 
 Music 
 Physical Education, and 
 LOTE (Language Other Than English). 

To create the next year’s grade lists, we follow a detailed process: 

 

1. Students fill out preference forms, where they nominate 5 students from their current cohort, that 
they think they would work well with, and would like to be in a class with. Students are encouraged to 
think of students who help them stay focused on their learning. 

2. Teaching teams create balanced lists of students, based on abilities, behaviour and a gender 
balance. Teachers also ensure that children will be with at least 1 nominated classmate from their 

preference forms. 

3. These proposed grade lists are provided to all staff to ensure we have the mixes right. The lists are 
available so that all teachers and education support staff can give input into the mixes. We especially 
want our specialist teachers, intervention teachers, wellbeing staff and Leadership to have input into 
these lists, to ensure we have balanced grades and groups of students who we think will learn well 
together. 



4. Next, Leadership assign the teachers to teaching teams and year levels (called the workforce plan). 
We are working through the plan now, and this is also based on teacher preferences, but also on the 
demands of the school and ensuring that we have the right balance of experience in every teaching 
team. We also take into consideration which teachers have nominated for a Team Facilitator role. This 
process takes A LONG TIME! 

5. Simultaneously, we assign grades to buildings. Due to the large amount of grades next year, some 
teams will continue to be spread over two buildings, however, we aim to keep cohorts as close as 
possible. 

 
6. Students will find out their new grades and teachers in December, and get to spend some time in 
their 2020 classrooms with their new teacher and classmates. More information will be provided shortly 
on how we conduct our ‘Step Up’ sessions. 

If you have a request for your child’s class placement for 2020, you will need to put your request in 

writing by Friday 22nd November to: 

Mccabe.kimberley.k@edumail.vic.gov.au and vulic.natalie.j@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Please understand that not all requests can be met, but we will ensure that we take your request into 
consideration. 

If you have any questions about the grade placement planning for 2020, please email us on the above 
addresses. 

Kind Regards, 

Natalie and Kim 

Primary Co-Principals 

 

 

P-6 & Supported Assembly 

2.20pm – Barlee Gym 

- Friday 6th December 

- Friday 13th December 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2020 School Terms: Begin: End: 2020 Curriculum Days (Students DO NOT attend school): 

Term 1 28 January 2020 27 March 2020 
Tuesday 28th January  

Wednesday 29th January 

Term 2 14 April 2020 26 June 2020 
Friday 24th April 

Tuesday 9th June 2020 

Term 3 13 July 2020 18 September 2020 
 

Term 4 5 October 202 18 December 2020 
 



New Manor Lakes College Facebook Group 
 
 
We are pleased to announce a new Manor Lakes P-12 College Facebook Group has been activated. 
This group will be used as another form of communication with our families to inform them of events, 
celebration and general information.  
The new Facebook Group is visible however, members need to send a request to join the group and 
therefore view the messages. Members will respond to the Group rules before their membership is 
approved by Administrators.  
We look forward to using this platform as an additional communication tool!  
The Group can be accessed by searching "Manor Lakes P-12 College", or by using 
the link; 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/manorlakesp12college/ 
  
If you have any questions, please contact Chelsey Marks (Assistant Principal) by 

email: marks.chelsey.c@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 

New Out of School Care Providers 
 
Dear Parents, 
  
I am pleased to announce that School Council has approved Big Childcare as the new Out of  School 
Hours Care providers for Manor Lakes College. Big provide Out of School 
Hours Care for a number of schools in the west of Melbourne as well as 
across the wider metropolitan area. 
When the contract for Out of School Care was reviewed by School Council, 
the intention was to renew the current provider, however, after they withdrew 
from a competitive, expression of interest approach, an alternative provider 

was sought out. The School Council sub-committee was highly impressed by Big’s quick response to a 
request for an Expression of Interest, but even more impressed by the offer of service quality, 
references from other schools, and parents at these schools, and the commitment to the students and 
families at Manor Lakes College. Areas that were addressed by Big to the selection panel included: 

 Availability to run a school holiday care program this January. 

 Capacity to provide a positive care experience for students with additional needs. 

 Maintaining current pricing for parents. 

 Quality of activities, and differentiating of activities, to cater for individual interests. 

 Support for the school with activities such as sports days, community events, information 
sessions etc. 

 Reporting to the School Council about the program - positives and issues. 

 Prioritising Manor Lakes students. 

 Increasing number of available places to reduce and eliminate waiting lists. 

 Licence return to the school. 

School Council feels very positive about the new provider and is looking forward to establishing a 
positive relationship and outcome for our students. 
In discussion today with Big management, they have begun the process to increase the program 
capacity from the current 90 place limit to a limit of up to 160 places. This will ensure that all families 
of Manor Lakes who require/want a place in the program will be able to enrol/book their child/ren. 
Enrolment enquiries can be made by emailing Big childcare enrolments@bigchildcare.com or calling 
the head office on 8682 9400, however, Big were informed of our decision this morning so are still in 
the process of putting together the Manor Lakes enrolment packs. Representatives from Big will 
attend the prep transition mornings and enrolment information sessions will be organised for current 
parents. Parents will be informed of timelines and information sessions as soon as they are available. 
 
                      Steve Warner                                                 Janette England 

                      Principal                                                        School Council President 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/manorlakesp12college/
mailto:marks.chelsey.c@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:enrolments@bigchildcare.com


Grade 5 IMAX Excursion 
 

On Wednesday November 6th one hundred and twenty-five year 5 students headed off 
to IMAX to watch a documentary on volcanoes.  
Students travelled via 2 trains firstly getting on a Vline at Wyndham Vale and then 
changing to a metro train at Footscray. Students then walked from Parliament station to 
the Melbourne Museum.  We had time for a quick snack before touring parts of the 
museum. Students then headed down the escalator to the IMAX cinema. We were given 
our 3D glasses and sat down, ready to enjoy the show.  
We travelled on two trains back to school. Vline and Metro made a journey safe and 
easy.  
Mr Poole did an excellent job arranging all the details so we could enjoy this excursion.  

Massive thank you to Mr Poole and also Tammy Hewiit for dropping everything and coming with us last 
minute.  
Also well done to the year 5s for their excellent behaviour. 

 

Greg Mitchell & The Grade 5/6 Peer Mediators 
 

On Wednesday 13th of November Greg Mitchell worked with our grade 5 & 6 peer Mediators inspiring 
them to be school-yard heroes. Our peer mediator group will soon be out in the yard wearing orange 
vests helping other students where there is a problem. Students have been working through what to 
look for and how to help others solve conflict. Students recently spoke at assembly about the 
importance of our school being a safe space for all. They especially want our school to be free of put 
downs. Greg Mitchell’s work is all about mutual respect, no put downs, being your best self, being an 
active listener, getting help and giving help when needed. This fabulous leadership group will continue 
their hero work right in 2020.  
 

Year 6 Celebration 
 

We are excited to announce, it is the time of the year where we have the opportunity to celebrate and 
recognise the achievements of the Year 6 students as we embark to the next stage of our educational 
journey.  
 Arrangements for the Manor Lakes P-12 College Year 6 Celebration are 
currently underway.  
  
We would like to officially invite our parents and family members to Equip 
Church International on Friday 13th December to join the celebrations.  
  
The festivities will commence with a dinner for students at 5:30pm at Equip 
Church International. Our parents and guests are invited to attend the formal presentations at 7:30pm.  
Due to limited seating at the Equip Church International, a maximum of 3 tickets per family will be 

issued. Extra tickets can be requested by contacting Chelsey Marks (Assistant 
Principal); marks.chelsey.c@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Due to our fundraising efforts this term, we have been able to subsidise the cost of the Year 6 
Celebration for families. Our sausage sizzle and Big Day Out events raised more than $2000!  
  
A cost of $12 per student is required for the hire of the venue, a meal including drinks & dessert, and a 
commemorative Year 6 photo package.   
As the nature of the evening includes formalities and speeches, we kindly request that no younger 
children attend this function. 
Please complete a dietary requirements form if your child has any dietary requirements. 
All students are to be dressed in neat casual attire, suitable for the occasion. If you have any questions 
regarding this event, please contact the college office on 9741 4202. 
 

 



Art News 
 

Art Achievement Awards from Big Day Out Exhibition 
 
Congratulations to the following students who were awarded High Achievement ribbons in Art at the 
Big Day Out Art Exhibition: 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Grade 5 Masterclass-Garden Art 
 
Picasso inspired Scarecrow’s were added to the Prep Veggie Garden this week. We hope they scare 
away the birds! Thank you to the following students from 5B & 5D for all your hard work Kale, Jayden, 
Mason, TJ, Jade, Bellah, Dakota, Piper, Savannah, Sukayna, Aarush, Avani & Elise.   
 
“It’s lovely to see so much Art popping up around the school”-Ms Nishani & Ms Cindy 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Laasya PG 
Krishna PD 
Aanisah 1G 

Robbie 1C 
Hamd 2F 
Angelicah 2E 
Corey 3B 
Amber 3A 

Jessa 4D 
Shainaa 4C 
Savannah 5B 

Bodhi 5E 
Abul 6B 
Heny 6B 
Ethan 6A 



Therapy Dog Visit for Grade 2s 
 

On Thursday 14th November, the Year 2 students were lucky to be visited by Ivee the therapy dog 
from the Paw Pals Program through Mackillop.  
Ivee kept the students engaged in their writing as they learned lots about her and then wrote their own 
adventure stories.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notifying The College Of Your Childs Absence 
 

Please remember to call the school on 9741 4202, email manor.lakes.p12@edumail.vic.gov.au or log 
your child’s absence electronically via Compass, if your child is going to be away or late for school so 
your child’s absence can be recorded correctly. 
  
Notifying the school of your child’s absence either prior to, or on the day that they will be away, helps 
ensure the safety and well-being of children and will fulfill your legal responsibility. 

  
This system also promotes daily school attendance. Going to school every day is the single most 
important part of your child’s education, they learn new things every day – missing school puts them 
behind. 
  
If you are concerned that your child is home for reasons not related to illness or family commitments, 
and you would like someone at the college to assist you, please do not hesitate to ring the college.   
  
The Manor Lakes College Attendance Policy which outlines the school’s processes and procedures for 
monitoring, recording and following-up of student absences is available on our 
website https://www.manorlakesp12.vic.edu.au/policies 

mailto:manor.lakes.p12@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://www.manorlakesp12.vic.edu.au/policies


Supported News 
 

This week SPD have been exposed to a variety of different reading material such as picture story 
books and fiction linking to their writing. Student have been doing information reports on animals 
highlighting the main areas such as habitats, diets, descriptions and writing down one or two facts from 
the text about the animal.  
Students have also had the opportunity to share their work with the class and have a done a fantastic 
job at being able to elaborate on their work by adding more detail when explain certain features about 
the animals that have chosen to write about.   
Here are some student’s examples;  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
In numeracy students have been looking at the unit of 2D Shapes. Students have been able to identify 
2D shapes and locate them around the classroom and outdoors. Students have made connections that 
shapes area all around us.  
Students have also been exploring the different attributes of 2D shapes such as faces, corners and 
sides.  
Below are samples of students work;    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
This term, SPC have been learning about Life Cycles and Healthy Eating. We have looked at the life 
cycles of butterflies and plants and linked them to the Hungry Caterpillar and Jack and the Beanstalk 
stories. SPC have learnt about the Healthy Eating Pyramid and Australian Guide to Healthy Eating. 
We have sorted healthy and unhealthy food and then made fruit skewers, fruit smoothies and chicken 
skewers in our cooking sessions. 
 
  

 

 

 

 



Open Classrooms, Parent Information Session & Bollywood Dancing 
 

 

Tuesday was a jam-packed afternoon at Manor Lakes. Thank you to all the families who attended the 
Open Classrooms at 2:00pm. We hope you enjoyed seeing the Reading lesson in action. I was able to 
visit many classrooms, and was pleased to see the consistent practice of independent reading and 

guided reading taking place, and students engaged in reading their ‘Just 
Right’ books. 
  
After school, our English Learning Specialists, Emily Batchelor and Shelly 
Scarbrough, hosted a Parent Information Session on Reading in Amadeus.  
The session was tailored from parent feedback, and provided information on 
how Reading is learnt at our College, including the student and teacher role 
in the Reading session, how we create individual learning goals, and an 
explanation of decoding and comprehension strategies. It was pleasing to 
see many parents engage in how their child learns. 
  

Abhilasha Mishra organised the Bollywood students and parents performance teams to conclude the 
afternoon with an uplifting Bollywood performance. The beat was infectious, and the students’ pride in 
their performance was shown by the smiles on their faces. It was lovely to see our parents in their 
traditional dress, and to see the intricate Bollywood moves. The children were thrilled to watch their 
parents up on the stage. 
  
Please see a few photos from the afternoon. We are looking forward to many more opportunities such 
as these, to connect with our family community. 
  
 
  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lunchtime Gardening Club 
 
Our vegetables are growing! I visited the Gardening Club on Wednesday at lunch and I was so 
impressed! Ben White (grade 6 teacher) and Nicole Cross (Education Support grade 6) run the 
Gardening Lunchtime Club. Many students were digging, watering, harvesting, and tending to the 
growing vegetables in our garden. Everyone was busy and totally engaged. 
  
The garden beds were set up with our funds raised from the Colour Run earlier this year, and the area 
(behind the Hindmarsh portables) was started up by our Preps in term 3, 

when they learnt about Living Things and Design 
and Technology as part of their Integrated 
Curriculum Unit. The colourful painting on the garden 
beds was also designed and painted by our Preps. 
Each year, Preps will predominantly use the area. 
  
We are grateful that the Gardening Club is keen on 
maintaining the area. 

  



Lunchtime (and Recess) Clubs started in Term 4, and are a great way to give students a purpose 
during their lunch breaks. We have specifically catered for different age groups in the clubs on offer. 
Please see the attached Lunchtime Club timetable and discuss it with your child. They may already be 
participating in club, or be wanting to try out a new one. 
  
   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calling All Green Thumbs 
 

Volunteers needed for Gardening Club.  
Must have current working with children’s card  
Need to be available some recesses, lunches and/or after school. 
Rotating Roster Monday to Friday only 
Great benefits (sun and fun) 
Immediate start 
Contact Ben manor.lakes.p12@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
 
 

 

Sun Smart Term 4 
 

 

Manor Lakes P-12 College applies a ‘No Hat, No Play’ 
rule to all Primary students for this term.  
Students without an appropriate hat must sit in the shade. 

Standing/Playing in the shade is NOT part of the ‘No Hat, 
No Play’ rule, as it generally leads to students moving in 
and out of the sun and also doesn’t encourage them to 
bring their hat the next day. Hats should not be borrowed or 
shared. Hats other than the College hat (or plain black hats 
with no logos) are not permitted. Hats should not be worn in 
class. 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:manor.lakes.p12@edumail.vic.gov.au


Smith Family Scholarships 
 
The Smith Family Learning for Life Scholarship 
program helps create better futures for children at 
Manor Lakes College by providing: 

 Financial assistance to help families afford the cost of 
their child’s education; 

 Access to Smith Family educational programs to help 
children get the most out of their school years 

 
Eligibility Criteria: 

 

 In possession of a Health Care Card or Pension Concession Card 

 Have regular school attendance (80% and above) 
 
 

For more information, contact Tsering or Marcelle: 

Tsering (Primary Leading Teacher- Student Wellbeing): 
Ph- 03 9741 4202    
 
Marcelle (TSF):  
Ph- 0408 266 867 
 
 

2020 School Photos 
 

 

School photo dates for next year have been booked in: 

 

Tuesday 5th May – Secondary Portraits 

Wednesday 6th May – Primary Portraits & Class Photos 

Friday 8th May – Sibling & Absentee Portraits 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 
 

 

 


